The first five chapters of the book are concerned with reviewing the evidence of intracranial pressor receptors. After this the author sets out a list of predictions based on the hypothesis. The remainder of the book is the presentation and discussion of experimental data, taken from the author's work and from that of others, which confirm or refute the predictions.
Although the author has a very definite point of view about the aetiology of hypertension, the evidence is fairly discussed. Criticisms of his work and ideas by others are stated and discussed in full. There is a short chapter on each important point with a summary at the end. This is a book for the specialized research worker, but the presentation is such that it could be understood by most practitioners and students who are interested in the subject. There is an excellent bibliography which covers much of the work done on hypertension, especially that concerned with the relation between the blood pressure and the nervous system.
M A FLOYER
Renal Tubular Dysfunction by L I Woolf BSC PhD American Lecture Series No. 624 pp xiv +253 illustrated $9.50 Springfield, Ill.: Charles C Thomas 1966 A comprehensive description of the renal tubular disorders involves discussion of renal physiology, intermediary metabolism, endocrinology, mineral metabolism and genetics; it must also include an account of relevant clinical details. The author of this small monograph has tackled all this with some success but in doing so has attempted too much. While the account of the glucosurias and aminoacidurias is excellent, the sections concerned with normal and abnormal renal function are weak. The descriptions of the medullary countercurrent system and of the pathogenesis of renal tubular acidosis offer nothing to the initiated but are likely to confuse the novice. There are factual errors, such as the statement that the citrate content of alkaline urines is usually low. It would seem desirable either to assume a knowledge of renal physiology on the reader's part or to provide an extended account in the interests of clarityand accuracy.
The clinical descriptions and therapeutic recommendations are generally acceptable; the attempts to describe the pathogenesis of bony complications are bad. It is sad to read a biochemist suggesting that rickets or osteomalacia might result from the dissolving of mineral salts out of bone and that the curative effect of vitamin D in the rickets complicating cystinosis may be due to its causing a toxic reduction in the rate of glomerular filtration. This is a noble effort that provides a usefu guide to the subject, some valuable biochemica expositions and a wealth of references.
S W STANBURY
The Differential Diagnosis of Cardiovascular Diseases by Aldo A Luisada MD and Sheldon J Slodki MD pp xiv+226 70s New York: Grune & Stratton 1965 London: William Heinemann Medical Books This book on differential diagnosis of cardiovascular disease is the result of a series of lectures given at the Mount Sinai Hospital of Chicago. The subject matter is considered sensibly according to the age of the patient. The authors' aim was that those chapters dealing with heart disease in the young and the elderly should cover the symptomatology while that concerned with patients aged 6-60 years should compare each condition with all other possible syndromes.
Such a book is of course not intended to be read steadily but rather as a book of reference and here-it is extremely practical. Of particular value are the chapters on cyanotic heart disease in the newborn, heart failure in infancy and childhood, the differential diagnosis of murmurs, the arrhythmias and specific electrocardiographic problems. The definition of the Eisenmenger's complex is not very clear while the chapter on coronary heart disease is too superficial on what is admittedly a wide range of conditions causing pains in the chest. Although the authors have included the data supplied by such techniques as catheterization and angiocardiography, wisely they have not attempted to include diagnostic illustrations or a bibliography.
This book provides a quick and ready marshalling of the facts needed in making a differential diagnosis, itself dependent on an exhaustive knowledge of medicine. This book is rather more specialized than its title would indicate. Apart from the first chapter, a review of recent biochemical literature on protein and nucleic acid synthesis, it is concerned with a particular line of research, which the authors themselves have followed for the last ten years or so. Their thesis is that to understand the control and integration of protein and nucleic acid synthesis in the living cell requires in vivo experiments in which the cells are in balanced growth and subjected to the minimum of interference. They start by describing the relationship between the rate of growth of a bacterial cell in the steady state and its mass and composition, and then discuss what happens during the transition from one growth rate to another. This leads to an analysis of how the overall rate of RNA synthesis is controlled. The final chapters are on the regulation of DNA synthesis and the organization of DNA in the nucleus.
The book also has an appendix containing four of the authors' own papers. These papers are readily available in libraries; so too are reviews of the literature comparable to that given in the first chapter of this book. Omission of these two sections would cut the length of the book by over a third. Publication of a shorter book as a paper-back would make it much easier for students to buy. This book can nevertheless be recommended as a clear introduction to an important and interesting field. This is a short monograph by Dr Cannon of Los Angeles who is well known for his work in direct arterial surgery. Loop strippers for endarterectomy made to his design are used in many surgical centres throughout the world.
Endarterectomy, the operation devised by dos Santos in Portugal, like so many other valuable procedures in arterial surgery, has an established place in the treatment of arteriosclerosis. Its exact place might be argued by different surgeons. Many, for example, prefer vein by-pass grafting for femoral arterial blocks. All will, however, find points of interest in Dr Cannon's book and it will be of great assistance to many workers in the field of vascular surgery.
J B KINMONTH
The Veins Normal and Abnormal Function by J Edwin Wood MD pp xv+224 illustrated 70s
London: J& A Churchill 1966
The venous system has for long been the Cinderella of the circulation, being either ignored or described as though its scanty musculature could not be of much importance. It is now widely recognized that the veins play an active role in determining the cardiac output and in meeting circulatory stresses. However, the study of venous activity presents difficulties not yet fully overcome. Available methods are semi-quantitative and, while they have given useful results in the hands of their inventors, are apt to be treated with scepticism by others.
Dr Wood, who is one of the handful of workers on human veins, has written a rather inwardlooking monograph. He describes his own methods in perhaps unnecessary detail, and is not always accurate in his reference to others. Nevertheless, he gives a clear and mostly uncontroversial account ofpresent knowledge.
The book is illustrated with line drawings, but must be considered somewhat expensive for its contents. The participants in this liveJy, valuable conference consisted of parents, otologists, audiologists, psychologists, educational experts, a psychiatrist, social workers, health visitors and representatives of the Ministries of Health and Education. Its purpose was well stated by Mrs Freddy Bloom, Chairman of the NDCS, in her opening address when she said that though doctors could diagnose and teachers slave it was glaring truth that deaf children could only and best be helped through the parents. Within these terms of reference Mr Ian Robin gave a clear and informative talk on medical causes of deafness. Speaking not only as a psychiatrist but as the parent of a deaf child, Dr Philip Bloom was both compassionate and sensible on the effect of a deaf child in the family. Mr Gavin Livingstone, whose experience in this field is unique, gave an authoritative paper on the management of children with deafness due to thalidomide. Mr J M A Lenihan, Regional Physicist for Glasgow, spoke of the importance of accurate standards of audiometry and the need for regular periodic checking of audiometers. He also mentioned his proposed (and much needed) investigation of the threshold of hearing of 5-and 13-year-old children in order to establish working standards. Mrs N H Moseley, Lecturer in Education of the Deaf at Manchester University, spoke on parent guidance in the home and in the special clinic from her own wide experience as an educationist and a research worker. Amongst the most informative papers for medical readers, however, will be those by the two practising teachers of the deaf, Miss Wendy Galbraith, on the teacher's relationship with the parents of a very deaf young child, and Dr E S Greenaway, on problems of profoundly deaf
